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N June, 1924, I received information that there was in the 

possession of a Shaikh in Aleppo a MS in two volumes con- 
taining 438 pages of biographies, 236 in number, commencing 
with the biography of (lrall Acme GH Yee! as printed in 
iii. 211, and continuing the series to the end of vol. iii, and then 
proceeding through the letters of the alphabet to dypw Cyr ane 
as printed in v. 10. As there could be no doubt that this was the 
missing volume, endeavours were made either to purchase it or 
to obtain leave to have a copy made; and a specimen was sent 
to me from Beyrut, sufficient to confirm the account which I had 
received. I understood that arrangements had been made to 
have the MS copied, as the Shaikh declined to sell; but the copy 
ultimately sent was neither the MS described nor a transcript of 
it. It is a transcript made in pencil some thirty years ago of a 
work bearing the title dogr5 dad C5 dysrrio cls) pels de gommo 
dobs. Collection of Biographies of Learned Men selected from an 
ancient MS, pts. «and zzz. \t commences with Cymed) Crd Crqenondl 
lwlo Gx! and terminates with dyypw Ups Ane; before this name 
there is a lacuna engulfing the majority of the aI u.<. The 
transcript had been made, I was now told, by a Damascus 
bookseller from a MS which he had sold to a Dutch Consul. 
M. Wensinck at my request made some inquiries as to the 
possibility of this MS being preserved somewhere in Holland, 
but arrived at no result. 

This was naturally a serious disappointment; and I had to 
consider whether I should be justified in publishing the contents 
of this transcript as the work of Yaqut. The evidence in favour 
of that view seemed on the whole sufficient. 

1. The biography of 4g p0 gy dn with which the MS closes 
is identical with Yaqut’s. 

2. Though Suyiti, who quotes vol. vii so frequently, uses 
other authorities in this part of his work, his account of Csg slw 
dom! (Bughyah, p. 251) coincides literally with that in the MS 


X11 PREFACE 


(below, p. fd), only whereas Suyiti says SaSly ale 13, the MS 
has dele 21,3, and calls him sys. Since this grammarian is 
obscure, the / of the text is clearly to be interpreted as Yaqit. 

3. The autobiographical notices are in Yaqit’s style, and agree 
with the dates of his life. P. P1', 10: 7 met ham (Ramadan b. 
Rustum) zz Damascus, and was present at his séances several 
times: I learned of his death in 618. P. fo+, 9: L met him 
(Taqiy al-din Sulaiman al-Daqiqi) at a number of séances at the 
court of the most generous Qdadi, i.e. Jamal al-din ‘Ali b. Yisuf al- 
Qifti, who was Yaqit’s host in Aleppo (ii. 269, 11). P. |+ f, 3: 
L met him (Ylusain b. Hibatallah) 27 Aleppo: he died there in 608. 
Yaqiit was repeatedly in that city: in 611 (ii. 269, 11), 613 
(vi. 186, 5), 618 (vi. 152, 8). 

On the other hand the notice on p. fF 14, 5, 2 met him (Za idah 
b. Ni‘mah) zz Aleppo in 580, cannot well refer to Yaqut, who was 
born in 574; Yaqut would in such a case have confessed that he 
was too young at the time to make the man’s acquaintance ; this 
is how he speaks in vi. 230, 10 of a man who died in 585. This 
biography is taken from the work of Ibn ‘Asakir (v. 348), wherein 
the words / saw him tn Aleppo at a séance of the king Ridwan 
occur; and these are quoted from Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad 
al-Sulami. Perhaps then they have been reproduced unthinkingly, 
as is the case with some words on p. |V1, 13, which belongs to 
Sam ‘ani. 

4. The writer calls Ibn al-Najjar lyele (fito, 18), as Yaqit 
styles him Uisyxro (i. 44, 17), —remedl (i. 414, 7). 

5. The authorities cited are much the same as those utilized 
in the printed volumes. 

In the specimen of the larger MS the author states (1, 9) 7 met 
him (Ibn al-Baqillani) 22 Baghdad in 603, where the speaker is 
evidently Yaqut. The biographies contained in this specimen 
have therefore been inserted in this volume, in their alphabetical 
places. 

Since the title of the pencilled MS admits that the biographies 
have been selected, doubtless a large number have been omitted, 
which it may be possible at some time to supply from the larger 
MS, should it ever become accessible. We are surprised in this 
volume as in vol. vii by the number of poets who are treated as 
“Learned Men,” though in the Preface Yaqit states that he has 
assigned the former a special Dictionary, reserved for those whose 
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celebrity was based on their verse; it is evident that many of 
the persons treated in both these volumes had no other claim to 
fame. In not a few cases the line must have been hard to draw; 
Abu’l-‘Ala al-Ma‘arri in our time enjoys more popularity as a 
poet than as an add, but the enormous catalogue of his works 
would permit of his being regarded as either. Perhaps the idea 
of separating the two was an afterthought, never systematically 
carried out. 

The amount of matter which has already appeared in other 
printed books is in the case of this volume exceedingly large ; 
the author’s debt to Ibn ‘Asakir is particularly great. The works 
however in which it is to be found are very numerous, and some 
of them not easily accessible; and in a fair number of cases it 
has been possible to improve the text. Hence the repetition of 
these passages is not altogether undesirable. 

I had assumed from the general scale of the work that the 
missing portion if recovered would have provided material to fill 
a second part of vol. iii and the whole of a vol. iv. Had I had 
access to the larger MS, this would probably have been the case. 
Since the material furnished by the sources described is only 
sufficient for a volume of moderate size, this has been designated 
vol. iv, and the second edition of vol. iii will no longer bear the 
addition “ Part I.” 


OXFORD, 20 November 1926. 
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